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Qwner: Montgomery County Historieal Society

Date of erection: 1749_(?)

Present condition: Geood
Euilder: Sir Willism Johnson

Additicnal dats:

The above date seems to be somewhat in question, as
several historians give different dates. One gives 1742,
another 1743, but Greene's The Uld Mohawk Turnhpike states
there was first & wooden building and later this stone .
building of 1749. This date seems preferable, as Reid, on
page 128 of his The Mohawk Valley, states, "The first cov-
ering to the roof of Fort Johnson was probably shingles,
as Johnson did not order the lead covering, which was pur-~
chased in London, until the year 1749." Then on page 150
he states, "The roof was formerly covered with sheet
lead, which will account for the heavy timber used in its
construction. So we rather agree with the historian,
Greene, that this first building in 1742 or 1743 was of
frame construction. Thig lead covering was removed dur-
ing the Revclution to be uged for bullets. It is now a
slate roof,

When the building was constructed, about one-third of
the cellar was devoted to the kitchen and separated f{rom
it by a thick wall, making a room of abont 20 by 30 feet.
On the east side was a massive brick oven and fireplace,
used Zor cooking. The fiocor of the kitchen was covered
with stone slabs, and the room was lighted by the door
and two smell windows about 20 inches high. The four
larpe chimneys are supported by arches about 5 f'eet high,
4 feet wide, ana 4 feet deep. These arches were closed
by mascive wooden doors and used for various purposes. A
narrow room about 30 feet long and 15 feet wide was cut
off for a dining rocm for the servants. The descent into
the cellar was made by a steep, winding steir, but not
nsed often in all probability, as the kitchen was entered
from the outside.

This place wes at first callied "Mount Johngon," but
when the place was threestened by the Irench in 1755 it was

fortified, and in 1756 named "Fort Johnson." Upon entering
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you find a hall of pgrand proportions, being 35 feet long,

18 feet wide, and about 10 feet high, with peaneled walle

and brogd open stairwsy with plein mehogeny baluster and

rail leading to the lofty sttic. The lerge room on the - |
west side of the hall, with its lofty, paneled walls and

broad, deep windows was undoubtedly bPuilt for Sir Wil-

liamty recepticn room. Opposite this room is znother of

nearly the same size but with the appearsnce of having

been designed for & parlor. Behind these two rooms are

two long, narrow rooms.
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The rooms and hall on the second floor correspond
with those below, except that the paneling is confined to
one end of the room and forms closets on cach side of the
wide and ceep chimney. In the southeast room is found &
guaint addition to the fireplace, a orimitive cast-iron
heating apparatus which is practically an open iron fire-
place and bears on its fsce these words:

"Ross and Birds Hibernian Furnace 17837

The two long and narrow roows are in the rear, with bsre,
white, plaster wells and low, dark wainscoting of cherry
birch. The windows are broad and deep, the sash with
smell panes of glass, and with insice shntters of cherry
birch. '

There is a larpe attic with massive timbers, two
rows of dormer windows, and lofty peak, floor beoards {rom
12 1o 15 inches wide, and wrought hend-mede nails.

Beferences:

Diefendori, Mary Ripgs, The Historic dchawk, p. 131
Reid, The hichavk Vellev, pp. 114, 128, 142, 145, 146,
: 149 and 150
Greene, The 01d Mohewk Turnpike, op. 86, 88, 492, par-
ticulerly the latter ss to date of erection of Fort
Johnson.
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An Addenduom to : . 2 40,
Fort Johnson _ : 1:;5?(! F@ -
Amsterdan, New York | Ty
in HABS Catalog (1941)
oéat oni Horthwast corney of Intersectlon of State Routes
: 5 and 67, Fort Johnson, Montgomery County, New York
Present Own
ard oo ni]:: Montgomery County Historical Society
Pregent Usa: geun

Brief Stetement Thia house weg built in 1749 for Sir Willlsm Johnson,
of Significance: wealthy land owner and Indian Agent in New York for
the English government in the mid-nineteenth century.

PART I, HISTORICAL INFORMATTION
A. Physical History:

1. Original and subsequent owners: Owned and occupled by
8ir Willlem Johnson, 1749-1763. Willed to his son,
Sir Johm Johngon, who ocecupled 1t untll 1774. Confis-
cated by the Tryon County Commission of Sequesiration
in 1777. After pessing through meny hands, it was
bought and pregented to the present owners by Brigedier-
General John Watts DePeyster, a descendant of Major
Stephen Wetts, a brother-in-law of Sir John Johnson.

2. Date of erection: 1749.

B. Hiatorical Events Connected with Structure: The following 1is
extracted from "The Coloniel Mansion of Sir Willlem Johnsom
and His Son Sir John Johnson, Fort Johnson, New York," a
bocklat avellabla at the house:

"Willism Johnson, born In Ireland in 1715, came to Americs in
1738 whan but & lad of 23 years old to menage sn estate of some sev-
eral thousend acres that had come into the possassion of his uncle,
Admiral Pater Warren of the Royal Navy. This land lay elong the south
bank of the Mohawk in the town of Floride [New York], opposiie the
preaent Amsterdem., Here he made his first home at what was called
Warren's Bush or Johnson's Setilement, Sir Petar Warren waa & brother-
in~law of Oliver De Lancy, an important man of his time, and 1% wes
lergely through his ald that Admiral Peter came into possession of
this enormous grant of some 16,000 acres.
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f.... Honeat and foir deslings won him the immediete friendship of
81l with whom he had {rensactions snd eepecially so with the Indisns, who
were so of'ten the victims of erafiy treders. The Mohawks seid of him
after long acquaintence:; 'He never decalved us.' He was most democratic
in his mermexr of living. This side of his nature perhaps paid him bigger
dividends in the way of material gairn than any other trait he poassessed.

",... He wag continually receiving supplies from the Governor to
be uged as gifts to the Indians, {o 'keep the peace chain bright,' for
he wag socn appointed Superintendent in charge of Indian affairs for
{he - Crown.

"He lived at Warren's Bush some fiva years and succeeded in dispos-
ing of about two thirds of his uncle’s land., About 1740 he bought a
lerge tract of land himself, on the north side of the river -~ extending
westerly from present Amsterdam.

tJohnson's first 'wife' was a young Gemmsn immigrani nemed Catherine
Woisenberg, a Paletine orphan ..., Her first two children, John (later
Sir John), and Avme (commonly called Neney and later Col, Clsus' wife)
were boxn on the south side of the river. Nothing remeins of this
house and little or nothing is known of the mamner of ita construction
though the site is marked. Mary, the second deughter, became the wife
of her cousin, Guy Johnson.

"Mount Jobmson, Sir Williem's firsi house north of the river, was
on his own property. It wes e stone house, bulli about 1742, and stood
a mile east of the present Fort Johnson, which he built in 1749 on the
weat bank of that tumbling 1little stream, Kayderogseras Creek.

“Catherine Welsenbert dled st Fort Johnson sabout 1749 and wes
buried in the garden, so the legend goea.... Of all Sir William's
children by his several wives, hers were of greatest prominence in later
life, yet she Jmew them only ss infenta.

"Caroline Hendrick, & deughter of the Mohewk Chief Abrehem and &
niece of King Hendrick, was Sir William's next choice to shere his
home. She bore him three children and died sbout 1752.

"His third 'wife' was Molly Brant, daughier of the widow Brant by
a formmer husband. Both Molly and her famous brother, Joseph, were
children of their mother's first merrisge to a full-blooded Mchawk Chief
of the Wolf tribe, and were grandchildren of cme of the Mohawk chieftains
taken to the Court of London in 1710 by Colonel Schuyler of Albany.
Molly, 'Misa Molly' or the 'Brown Lsdy Johnson' ea she ia known to
history, came to Fort Johnson about 1753. She bore Sir Willism eight
children who survived and ere mentioned in Sir William's will....

nColonel Williem Johnson became 'Sir Willism' following the vie-
torious Battle of Lake George in 1755, in recognition of hia distinguished
gervices, In this same yesr, at a congress of governors ai Alexandris,
Qeneral Braddock urged end secured the appoiniment of Colonel William
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‘ Jobnson ae Superintandent of Indian affeirs. Braddock immedietely
: advenced Johnaon I2,000 to pursue the work, Johnson was in ettandenca
at the meeting. To live in & style bafitting a titled gentleman, he

built Johnson Hell at Johnstown in 1762 end hare he dled [July 11, 1?74].1- .

"Sir William wes public-spirited, open-handed and co-operative
in promoting eny worthy project, end in his official capaciiy was an
outstending suceass, particularly so in his commending influenee over
the Indiens., 4s e military leadar he was auccessful at the Battle of
Lake Georga, at the capiure of Fort Nisgars, end again at the capture
of Monireal.

*With masterly strategy and diplomacy Sir Willism brought sbout
peace with Pontiec st Oswego, averting whet would have been a far-
flung Indisn uprising with its fearful consaquences {o the English. -
This pesce treaty ia the highlight of his control over the Indiansg.n

C. Source of information: "The Colonial Msnaion of Sir Wiilliem
Johnson and His Son Sir John Johnaen, Fort Johnaon, New York,®
8 bovklet avallablia at the house,

Prepared by Osmund R. Overby, Architect
Nationsl Park Service
June 1962

| PART 11, ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION:
A. Genarsl Stetement:
1. Architacturel charactar: A hendsome Mohawk Valley Residence

that is noteble because of its proportions and triangularly
disposed front dormera.

2. Condition of febrie: Good.
B. Technical Dascription of Extarior:

1. Over-gll dimensioms: J59'-9" x 32'-1" rectangular structure,
two-and-a~half stories, main facada facas south.

2. Foundetions: Similar to walls.

3. Wall consiruction: Rough-cut limestone, light grey and
rust colors.

4. Porches, bulkheeds: Discrepencies in the porch, columns
out of line,

5. Chimneys: Four brick chimmeys (ona on east and west ands,
e {¥o on rear).
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6. opentags: - Ja 1o
a, Doorwsys and doors: Doors are apparently later. } -

b. Windows and shutters: Window and shutter hardware
apparently original.

7. Roof:
a. Shape, covering: Slete-covered hipped roof.
©. Cornice: Simple period cornice.
¢. Dormers: Three trisngularly disposed dormers on
south slope of roof; one dormer on east snd west slopes.
Appearently originsl.
Technical Description of Interlora:

1. Floor plans: Centrel-hall plan with two large front rooms
and two narrow Tear rooms. Second floor similar.

2. Stairways: New stair iresds and balusters.

3. Flooring: Wide, random-widih boerds in less Important
rooms, narrower boards in principal rooms.

4. Well and celling finish: Plester, painted or papered.
Parlor and bedrocm sbove have reised paneling,

5. Doorways and doors: Six- and eight-penel, raised-panel
doors., Molded, mitered trim on doorways. Double srchi-
trave on prinecipsl doors.

6. Trim: Raised-penel wainscoting in central hall,

7. Herdware: Butt hinges, mortise locks, brass knobs.

8. Lighting: Candles,

9. Heating: Central hot sir.

Site:

1. Genersl setting and orientation: PFsces south on medium-
sized level lot. Highwey et front,

2. Outbuildings: Ordiginally a large group of bsrans, mills,
end outbuildings. Only two buildings survive: a one-story
stone mill, which burned and was rebuilt later as s house;
end s smsll woodsn privy.

Prepered by John C. Poppeliers
Architectursl Historian
National Park Service
December 1962




